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SPECIAL
POINTS OF
INTEREST:

. 98% of Marillac’s
Child Develop-
ment Pre-School
children who
moved on to
kindergarten were
prepared academi-
cally, developmen-
tally, and socially
for kindergarten.

. 70% of Marillac’s
2009 High School
graduates attend a
form of higher
education

. High School Drop-
out on the west
side from 2008-
2009 was | out of
3 students. In
Hope Junior the
rate was | out of
50.

. In Project Hope
there is a 65%
initiation rate of
breast feeding for
new moms.
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The Continued Legacy at Marillac House

Dear Friends:

Please allow me to thank you
for the friendship and generosity
you have extended to Marillac
Social Center. Your faithful
support enables us to continue
offering important services that
make an enormous difference in
the lives of struggling families
and vulnerable children, teens
and seniors.

2009 was a difficult year for the
Marillac family — as it was for
social service agencies through-
out the state. Faced with un-
precedented challenges, we
reached out to you for help so
that we could continue the mis-
sion of the Daughters of Charity
on Chicago’s West Side.

Whether it was with financial
gifts or volunteer hours to help
our clients, your commitment
to our mission is what has kept
our staff, clients and Center

CEO Bart Winters enjoying
time with our children.

moving in a positive direction.

For close to 100 years the
Daughters of Charity and
Marillac Social Center have

been a Beacon of Hope on the
west side. It is a real privilege
to be part of such a great mis-
sion and | am grateful for the
opportunity to serve with the
Daughters, Maureen Hallagan,
and the dedicated Marillac staff.

Please come to our Center for
a tour, and experience first-
hand all that we are doing to
make a difference in the lives of
the children, teens, families and
seniors who make up the won-
derful Marillac family. Thank
you for your friendship and
support.

Sincerely,

oA wetine

Faith Leadership Breakfast on Violence

On Wednesday, January 13,
2010, Marillac Social Center
hosted a Faith Based Leader-
ship Breakfast focused on the
all too relevant issue of Teen
Violence. In honor of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr.’s birthday,
the goal of the event was to
connect leaders in the commu-
nity in an effort to create
working partnerships to curb
violence.

Keynote speaker, Sheriff Tom
Dart, spoke on the efforts he
and his office have been making
to improve the processes in
place at the cook county jail
and how agencies and commu-

nity leaders can work with his
office to develop rehabilitation
and support systems for those
being released from his custody
and prevention activities to
stop the inmate population
from growing. In addition to
Sheriff Dart, the panel assem-
bled included Superintendent
Jody Weis, Azim Ramelize,
Assist. Deputy Commissioner
Family & Support Services,
Ruby Taylor of Taproots Inc.
and two Hope Junior partici-
pants, Jalesa Haggard and
Deshon McKnight, who have
seen the first hand effects of
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MEAL OF THE DAY

violence in their community.
The day’s event provided sug-
gestions, thought provoking
questions and, ultimately, a
timeline to create change.
Only together will we truly be
able to solve this extremely
important issue, which will
shape the youth of today......
and the leaders of tomorrow.



Sr. Mary Patricia
Larabell with staff
from Marillac.
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A Grateful Thank You to Sr. Mary Patricia Larabell

By Sr. Patricia Dunne, D.C,, Vice President, Mission Integration

A member of the Marillac Social
Center family and staff, Sister
Mary Patricia Larabell retired
on January 9, 2010, but in many
ways her amazing touch is still

. amongst us everyday. From the
| décor in the elevator corridor
| to the adjacent wall which hosts

a poem about children, her
spirit and passion for the mis-
sion and center meets you each
time you enter the building.

Having served in the facilities
department, being our decorat-
ing guru, Sr. Mary Patricia has
made each floor, each area of

the building, an oasis of
beauty and inspiration to
relax your mind and nourish
your spirit.

When people come to Maril-
lac House, they can’t believe
the building is 15 years old.
“The building looks so new,
it is so well kept. So many
come through your doors
every day, how do you do
it?” Sister Mary Patricia is
the reason.

Though she will no longer be
a day-to-day fixture in the
center, she is here in these

gifts that she lovingly shared,
but, more significantly she is in
the hearts of the families, staff
and Sisters whom she has
loved and cared for even more
than she cared for the building.
At her farewell reception, on
January 8, 2010, the staff came
in one by one or in groups to
thank her for all the thoughtful,
loving things she had done for
them throughout the years.
Afterwards, Sr. Mary Patricia
said, “l had no idea that | meant
so much to them but it’s really
not me — it's God’s love that
was shared and that binds us

together.”

Weber-Stephen Products Co. Partners with Hope Junior

By Maureen Hallagan, Executive Director

this community.”

Family Foundation and long-
time supporters of the Cen-
ter, visited Marillac House to
personally bring the check
for the first year of funding.
“The Board’s unanimous
vote to fund Hope Junior is
something that is incredibly
near and dear to the heart of
our entire family,” stated
Ginny Stephen. “That each
child and teen feel they have
a place to go where they are
safe and can participate in
positive activities is exactly
why Hope Junior is critical to

On October |, 2009, the
Weber-Stephen Products
Company Family Foundation
provided Marillac Social Cen-
ter with a desperately
needed miracle to re-open
the Hope Junior Program.
The Foundation voted unani-
mously to generously fund
Hope Junior for $110,000
each year for a three-year
period.

The Hope Junior Program offers
at-risk youth new opportunities
and experiences so they can de-
velop the skills to make positive
choices for their lives and their

futures.

understands the
tremendous need on the

R Sl e el The Marillac Social Center staff,

children and teens thank the We-
ber-Stephen Products Company
Family Foundation for their com-
mitment and support in helping
young people develop their poten-
tial to grow into self-confident
future leaders.

teen programming and

voted unanimously to fund

9
Hope Junior. Ginny and Deb Stephen,

members of the Stephen

Marillac’s Food Pantry Helps Local Families

During the 2009 Holiday
Season the Marillac Food
Pantry, with the help of
benefactors and volunteers,
served over 1,500 house-
holds with all the holiday
fixings and meal items
needed to prepare Christ-
mas and Thanksgiving dinner

for their families.

Over 500 turkeys, canned
goods and other essential
items were provided to fami-
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lies on Chicago’s West Side
with assistance from several
very generous churches, busi-

nesses and families.

The Marillac Food Pantry
helps families needing assis-
tance with day-to-day food
items such as cereal, bread,
meat and other assorted non-
perishable items. With the
help of the Greater Chicago
Food Depository, Marillac has
been able to enhance the

selections now available to fami-
lies who lack available, affordable
and healthy options for food in

the neighborhood.

The Food Pantry’s hours are
Mondays and Fridays 9:00-
I1:30am and Wednesdays 5:00-
6:30pm. If you are interested in
donating items or making a dona-
tion to the Food Pantry, please
contact Sr. Catherine Marie
Lowe in Family Services by calling

773-584-3204.
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Marillac Seniors Get Ready for Senior P
. Family & Support derful event each year,” said Sr.
Services |7th Annual Mary Rita McSweeney, Director of
Marillac Senior Prom. the Senior Services program.
. “They always have to create extra
Seniors .
space on the dance floor.
Enjoy Sen- It was held at the
ior Prom Hyatt Regency Hotel
McCormick Place Marillac’s Senior Services program
where over 800 sen-  works with over 172 mobile and
iors from all over the  homebound seniors to provide
city of Chicago, and especially the companionship opportunities,
West Side came to pack the dance medical and home assistance and
On Wednesday, November 19, floor and select a prom King and strives to build a better quality of
2009, over 40 seniors from the Queen. life for seniors on the West Side of
Marillac Social Center Senior Chicago.
Service program attended the w L
Westside Coalition for Seniors The seniors in our p.rog.ramllook
and the Chicago Department of forward to participating in this won- €€
There is no

better experience

26.2 Miles of Hope-Marillac Charity Runner Program

By Michelle Mirzoian, Director of Development

than to run 26.2

miles and realize

This past October | had the
amazing opportunity to run the

mile, when you didn’t want to put
one foot in front of the other,

the marathon in our honor. you made a

Bank of America Chicago Mara-
thon on behalf of the children
and families of Marillac Social
Center. What started as a
chance to do something for my
30th birthday (that would make
me feel young again) became the
greatest accomplishment of my

life.

During the race, held on Sunday,
October |1, 2009, when you
didn’t feel like running one more

Volunteer Highlight—Mary Sue McDonald

running for the center reminded
me of all that we can do by just
going out there and trying some-

thing.

The marathon might have been
my Everest that | finally accom-
plished but, more importantly, |
was able to use a personal goal to
make a difference in a child’s life.
In addition to me there were |18
individuals who raised money for
the Center and |3 who finished

By Sr. Mary Rita McSweeney, Director, Senior Services

Twelve years ago, Mary Sue
McDonald came into Marillac
House to have a tour of our facility
and has never left since. As a vol-
unteer in the Senior Service pro-
gram, her best and greatest gift is
her spirit of joy and sense of ser-
vice to the over 172 seniors we
serve everyday. She is an integral
part of all the activities from Senior
Prom to Taste of Chicago to the

summer trip to Navy Pier.
Mary Sue wears many hats while

assisting our seniors.

®  She cooks all the “Take
Charge” Senior meals.
o  She is the Queen of the com-

puter, where she processes
their energy assistance and
circuit breaker applications.

e  She drives to deliver food
bags, mother’s day baskets and
Christmas gifts. She also per-
sonally purchases gifts for the
Seniors.

| encourage all to take that leap
of faith as we move into 2010 and
run the half or full marathon on
behalf of Marillac. The experi-
ence of helping a child is worth
it! To find out more information
or to participate in the program
please contact Brian Clark at

(773) 584-3262.

®  She assists with the an-
nual Coat Sale and visits
many of our seniors in

nursing homes regularly.

As a volunteer, Mary Sue lives
out the mission and spirit of

Marillac House every day.

Mary Sue McDonald truly lives

difference in

someone’s life

the same time.

the Marillac mission.

at

»
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Marillac Social Center is committed to strengthening and empowering

children, teenagers and families on the west side of Chicago, to make

positive changes in their lives and community through early childhood

education, school age development, teen empowerment programming

and senior and outreach services.

As an organization we live out these core values in our daily work, as we

Find us on the web at
www.marillachouse.org!
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